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of longer period. A phenomenon of such wide
occurrence was clearly not due to local influences.
It must have been caused by two separate initial
impulses, the stronger succeeding the other after an
interval of a few seconds and taking place irf nearly
the same region of the fault.1

SOUND-PHENOMENA.

Outside the isoseismal 5, there are but few
records of the earthquake-sound ; but it was heard
faintly at Skelmorlie (in Ayrshire), Belsyde (near
Linlithgow), and Gullane (near North Berwick).
Towards the north, it was not observed beyond
Wick and Wathen (in Caithness). The boundary
of the sound-area cannot be laid down with any
approach to accuracy, but it must have included a
district containing about 27,000 square miles.

Throughout the whole disturbed area, 84 per cent,
of the observers heard the sound. The percentage
varies in different counties, from 93 in Inverness-shire
to 77 in the counties of Perth and Aberdeen; but
the records in the more distant regions are too few
to allow of the construction of isacoustic lines.

In its character, the sound resembled that usually
heard with strong earthquakes, 39 per cent, of the
observers having compared it to passing waggons,
traction-engines, etc., 25 per cent, to thunder, 14 to
wind, 8 to loads of stones falling, 3 to the fall of
heavy bodies, 4 to explosions or the firing of heavy

J If the foci of the two impulses had been detached, there would,
with so small an interval between the two parts, have been a variation
in the nature of the shock like that observed during the Hereford
earthquake.